
1990-91 Vintage Basketball Association Finals Preview

68-26 Eastern Conference Champion So Cal Surf
vs

76-19 Western Conference Champion Minnesota Muskies

Regular Season:  The 1990–91 VBA Finals bring together two of the league's premier clubs, with the defending champion Minnesota
Muskies meeting the So Cal Surf in a matchup that features star power, offensive firepower and plenty of championship experience.
Minnesota finished the regular season with an impressive 68-14 record and the VBA's most efficient offense, averaging 112.4 points
per game while shooting a league-best .526 from the field and .406 from three-point range. The Muskies were equally impressive
on the defensive end, surrendering just 99.3 points per game, second-best in the VBA, while opponents shot only .472 from the field.
At the center of Minnesota's attack was Charles Barkley, who averaged 27.6 points and 9.9 rebounds, while Larry Bird added 21.4
points, 7.8 rebounds and 7.1 assists per game. Robert Parish provided another formidable presence inside, averaging 14.9 points and
9.6 rebounds while shooting .606 from the field. The Muskies also received outstanding perimeter production from Kiki Vandeweghe
and Alvin Robertson, giving Minnesota one of the deepest and most balanced rosters in the VBA. So Cal arrives with an equally
impressive offensive résumé. The Surf finished the regular season 6th in the VBA in scoring at 111.4 points per game, shooting .501
from the field and .839 from the free-throw line. Chris Mullin led the way at 24.7 points per game, followed by Mitch Richmond at
21.7 and Orlando Woolridge at 18.6. John Stockton orchestrated the attack with 15.3 points and an extraordinary  12.0 assists per
game, while Danny Manning averaged 13.2 points and 5.6 rebounds. Moses Malone and Jack Sikma supplied the veteran muscle
inside. The Surf also finished with a +7.0 point differential, scoring 111.4 while allowing 104.4, and held opponents to .480 shooting.
On paper, it is a fascinating contrast: Minnesota brings the league's best shooting efficiency and a championship-tested core, while So
Cal counters with elite perimeter scoring, Stockton's playmaking and a veteran front line.

Early Playoffs: Both teams received first-round byes after winning their respective divisions, but neither championship contender
received an easy passage through the conference playoffs. Minnesota's Western Conference journey began with a bruising seven-game
battle against the Costa Mesa Condors. The defending champions appeared vulnerable when Costa Mesa forced a deciding game by
dismantling Minnesota 118–92 in Game 6, but the Muskies answered the challenge in Game 7 to advance. So Cal's path was every bit
as dramatic. After its first-round bye, the Surf dropped the opening two games of the Eastern Conference Semifinals to the Callaway
Kings before completely reversing the series, winning four straight to advance. Chris Mullin was the offensive centerpiece, including a
32-point performance in the clinching Game 6, while Stockton repeatedly controlled the tempo and Moses Malone dominated the
boards in the decisive victory. 



Conference Finals:  The  Eastern Conference Finals against Oklahoma provided another test of So Cal's resolve. The Surf again
faced adversity, but responded by taking four of the final five games after the opening losses. In the decisive Game 6, So Cal defeated
Oklahoma 114–108, with Stockton producing 21 points and 18 assists, Mullin scoring 21 and Orlando Woolridge adding 25 off the
bench. Stockton was named Eastern Conference Finals MVP after averaging 15.0 points, 13.5 assists and 3.2 steals for the series. The
Muskies' Western Conference Finals against the Santa Cruz Grizzlies were another six-game test. Santa Cruz opened the series with a
127–120 victory, but Minnesota responded by taking four of the next five games. Larry Bird and Charles Barkley were magnificent
throughout the series, with Bird averaging  26.2 points, 8.0 rebounds and 4.0 assists,  while Barkley averaged a remarkable  28.0
points and 16.7 rebounds.  Barkley erupted for 43 points in Game 3, and Minnesota ultimately closed the series with a 122–100
victory in Game 6 to return to the VBA Finals. Sir Charles was named Western Conference Finals MVP.

Head-to-head: The regular-season meetings between the finalists produced an even 1–1 split, with both teams winning on
the other's home floor. Minnesota won the first meeting at The Fabulous Forum on January 15, 137–130, in a spectacular
offensive battle. Barkley led the Muskies with 39 points and Bird added 15, while So Cal received an extraordinary 40-point
performance from Mullin and 25 from Richmond. When the teams met again at The Barn on February 9, So Cal answered
with a 105–98 victory. Mullin again led the Surf with 22 points, Richmond added 17 and Stockton contributed 14 points
and nine assists. Barkley scored 17 for Minnesota and Bird finished with 13. The game was controlled by So Cal from the
opening quarter, as the Surf built a 16-point advantage before holding off a late Minnesota push. Two games, two different
results,  and  now the  stakes  are  dramatically  higher.  The  defending  champions  bring  a  championship  pedigree  and  a
devastating  inside-outside  combination  in  Barkley,  Bird  and  Parish.  The  Surf  counter  with  Mullin's  scoring  touch,
Richmond's explosiveness, Stockton's extraordinary court vision and a veteran supporting cast. The regular season offered
no clear separation, and the playoffs have shown that both clubs can withstand adversity.  Now, with the  VBA
championship on the line, the season comes down to one final series.




